Love Note to a Surgeon

I wait awake on an operating table
And listen to the bacteria

Whisper to my heart

With a scalpel in your mouth
You tiptoe into the room
And break

Into

Through

My breastbone

Clean

I can sleep

§iTq 3niiig

>

David Masciotra is the author of four books, including Barack Obama: Invisible
Man (Eyewear Publishing, 2017) and Mellencamp: American
Troubadour (University Press of Kentucky, 2015). He has written for Salon,
the Atlantic, and the Los Angeles Review of Books. His poetry has appeared in Be
About It Press, The Pangolin Review and This Zine Will Chan.



The Pangolin Review, Issue 10, May 8, 2019




