On Reading her Story

She stood at the crossroads of her life for him

she stood there denuded of the poundage of her everyday.
He had asked her to leave her baggage behind
promised her that they would start afresh
that he would always be there for her
she lugged the weight of the moments
she couldn’t have left behind.

All the raindrops on her leaves

all his poems they would read aloud

all the coffee bills they could laugh at

all her fresh ferns, spear grass,

train tickets and egret feathers,

a small water-bottle and some money

lipstick and comb,

also memories of scratches on her dry barks

yellow leaves at her feet

in short, her bare essentials and the whole of Sukna Forest Range.

She waited for him there

through all the droplets of water

that formed in the mouth of the taps

fell one by one

she waited for him there

until she was hungry and not hungry anymore
she waited for him there

until the last train left the platform

until the bodies around wrapped blankets
turned dead on the benches

until she was unburdened of all the tearing noises the world makes

until it was time to return home
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